
Main Reading Room
Anyone who is at least 16 years old may use the Library’s 
Main Reading Room in the Thomas Jefferson Building. It 
has thousands of reference books with facts about nearly 
anything you can think of. The room is also where expert 
librarians help people find the information they’re looking for. 
Which book do you think BigFoot would like to read?
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Check It Out 
While you’re welcome to visit 
the Library, you’re not allowed 
to take any books home. It is a 
research library, so books 
can only be used in the building 
for studying. People of any age 
can tour the beautiful Thomas 
Jefferson Building, though. It has 
marble floors, a stained 
glass ceiling, mosaics, 
and paintings. 

BigFoot 
was a busy 

tourist in Washington, 
D.C., in BigFoot Goes on Big 

City Adventures.
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For the People
The Library of Congress was created in 1800 and 
was in the Capitol building in Washington, D.C. It 
was only used by lawmakers. During the War of 1812, 
British soldiers set fire to the Capitol, and the Library’s 
3,000 books were destroyed. On January 30, 1815, 
Congress decided to build a new library by buying Thomas 
Jefferson’s collection of 6,487 books for $23,950 

(nearly $400,000 in today’s money). By the 
late 1800s, the Library of Congress 
wasn’t just for Congress. The American 
people could also use the Library.

Mega Library
Everything doesn’t fit into just 
1 building! The Library is in 3 
buildings in Washington, D.C.: 
the Thomas Jefferson 
Building (opened in 1897), the 
John Adams Building 
(built in 1938), and the James 
Madison Memorial 
Building (built in 1981). The 
Library also keeps items at the 
High Density Storage Facility in Fort 
Meade, Maryland, and in the Packard 
Campus for Audio Visual Conservation 
in Culpeper, Virginia.

Visit your local library! 
You can find books 
about exciting places 
all around the world.

The Library of Congress is 
the largest library in the 
world! It has 167 million 
items on about 838 miles 
(1,349 km) of shelves.

The Capitol is the building 
where the U.S. Congress meets. 
A capital is the location of a 
government. So the Capitol is in 
Washington, D.C., which is the 
capital of the United States.

One of the Library’s treasures 
is a perfect edition of the 
Gutenberg Bible, printed in 
the 1400s.

The oldest written item 
in the Library is a stone 
tablet from 2040 bce .

What’s Inside?
This amazing Library is home to all kinds of things! 
It has millions of books, maps, photos, 
sheet music, and recordings like movies 
and music. You can find some of these same 
things at your own school or town library. But 
some items are rare and can only be found at 
the Library of Congress. One example is the first 
book printed in North America: The Bay 
Psalm Book from 1640. 
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