
BEES
NATURE’S POLLINATORS

Honey bees are actually fuzzy little insects. 
When one stops by a �ower 
to sip some nectar, pollen 
gets stuck to its hairy body. 
When the busy bee moves 
on to another �ower, it drops 
some pollen from the �rst 
�ower onto the second 
�ower.  This allows �owers 
to make seeds, bear fruit, 
and reproduce.

Bees stroke their wings 
11,400 times per minute! 
That’s what makes their 
distinctive buzzing sound.

Hooray for hairy legs!

I
Food Friends

BZZZzzzZZZzzz!

Can you �nd the bee twins?

We
also eat
pollen!

  f it weren’t for honey bees, many of your favorite 
    foods would disappear from the planet. In fact, 
  honey bees pollinate* more crops than any 
   other insect.

Circle every third letter along each bee’s �ight 
path below to discover just a few of the foods 
that busy honey bees pollinate.
* Pollinate means to move pollen between plants, allowing the plant to 
   make seeds and reproduce.

Help this honey bee �nd the correct path through 
the �owers as it collects pollen. You can move 
across, up, down, or diagonally. Add the 
numbers on each �ower along your path. 
The correct path adds up to 21.

Pollen Pathway
Honey bees make 

honey so they have 
something to eat 
during the long 

months of the year 
when �owers aren’t 

blooming.

Why do bees 
make honey?

When a 
honey bee 
returns to its 
hive, it gives 
out samples 
of the 
�owers’ 
nectar to its 
colony. Then it 
performs a dance 
that identi�es the distance, direction, quality, 
and quantity of the food supply. 

The round dance indicates that a food supply has been found. 
The waggle dance indicates the angle and distance of the food 
supply, telling the other bees how to get there.

Dancing Directions Honey bees live 
in groups called a 
colony. The place 
where the colony 

lives is called a 
hive. As many 

as 60,000 honey 
bees can live in 

one hive!

How many bees can you �nd on 
these two pages?
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BUTTERFLIES
BEAUTY IN FLIGHT

Moth or butter�y?

  t’s a �ower! It’s a bird! It’s a butter�y! While
    butter�ies may look like �ying �owers, they 
are living insects.

 Scientists estimate that there 
          are 12,000 to 15,000 species of 
    butter�ies in the world.

Butter�ies can be found on all continents 
except one. Write the letter that comes before 
each letter below to reveal that continent.

I
A World of Delight

thorax

antenna

abdomen

proboscis
eye

forewing

hindwing

A butter�y
has a coiled 

proboscis for 
drinking liquids 
such as �ower 

nectar.

Butter�y 
wings are 

covered with 
colored 
scales.

Butter�ies are colorful insects 
with long, clubbed antennae 
that �y during the day. 
Moths �y at night and lack 
clubs at the end of their 
antennae. Some moths have 
antennae that look almost 
like feathers.

Are butter�ies poisonous?
Some butter�ies, such as the monarch 
and pipe-vine swallowtail, eat 
poisonous plants as caterpillars 
and are poisonous themselves 
as adult butter�ies. Birds learn 
not to eat them.

A butter�y can �y at 
a top speed of

miles per hour.
6 + 3 + 5 - 2 =         

Some good-tasting 
butter�ies are disguised to 
look like poisonous ones, 
causing birds to stay away 

from them as well. 

Look closely at these 
butter�ies to �nd the 
one that is di�erent.

While quite small, the beautiful ________ and black monarch 
butter�y makes one of the longest migrations in the animal ________.

 Monarch butter�ies live in Canada and the northern part of the 
       United States in the spring and summer. Every fall, when the 
       weather turns _____, millions of monarch butter�ies begin 
       �ying ________ to southern California and central Mexico.

The butter�ies ________ to the same forests each year, and some even 
�nd the same tree where their parents and grandparents wintered.

Scientists aren’t sure how the monarchs know where to go each year, 
since they each only make the trip ______.

No one knows for 
sure why we call 
these insects 
butter�ies, since the 
word has been in the 
English language for 
centuries (the word 
was buter�eoge in 
Old English, which 
means “butter and 
�ying creature”). 

Some people think it 
comes from someone 
hearing “butter�y” 
when someone else 
said, “�utter-by.” In 
other languages, the 
�uttery bug is not 
called anything like 
“butter” and “�y.”

What’s in a 
name?
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